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Mountain Gorillas 
By: Shawn Kueling 

   Mountain gorillas are split up in 
two groups to be protected. One 
group lives in Bwindi Impenetrable 
National Park in Uganda. The other 
group is split up over some more 
national parks. Right now there are 
about 700 mountain gorillas.They 
are endangered due to all the 
human activity such as habitat 
destruction. The gorillas might be 
powerful, but still have predators 
such as, leopards and crocodiles. 
They eat fruits, seeds and leaves. 
Most of their diet are fruits. 

 
 

 
 

Basketball Team 
By: Melissa Sapia 

   Saint Mary’s basketball begins 
now! 6,7, and 8 graders can play on 
the SMI Gaels this year.  On Friday, 
November 3, 2017 there was a get 
together at Saint Mary’s for the 
parents to talk to the coaches while 
the kids who signed up were 
shooting hoops in the gym. Our 
coaches are Coach Salisbury and 
Coach Sculco.  We had our first 
practice on November 7, 2017 held 
at SMI and it went great! Our 
coaches said it's going to be a 
tough year but they know we will do 
good in all of our games, win or 
lose, and hopefully make it to the 
championship. There is also a new 
pee wee basketball team 
representing Saint Mary’s grades 
3-5 to help them learn the 
fundamentals of basketball and 
have a ton of fun. 



 
Halloween 

By: Samuel Van Wie 
   On Tuesday, October 31 SMI 
celebrated Halloween. At 8:15 Early 
Childhood and Pre-K students sang 
to their parents. Then the classes 
Trick-or-Treated down the hall 
thought the classes and got candy 
and toys. They had their costumes 
on and everything. At the end of the 
day Kindergarten through 4th 
Grade got in there costumes and 
Trick-or-Treated through 5th 
through 8th Grade classrooms. 
After the trick-or-treaters came 

through the classes partied. 

 
Amsterdam Halloween 

Parade 
By: Melissa Sapia 

   On October 21, 2017 there was 
the annual Amsterdam Halloween 
Parade held on Guy Park Avenue. 
The floats included schools, 
companies, and other floats that 
were amazingly done by the 
students and parents. 
Unfortunately, Saint Mary’s Institute 
did not build a float this year for the 
parade but there were plenty floats 
for it.  

 

Patriotic Assembly 
By: Michael Banco 

   Yesterday was the patriotic 
assembly where we honor our 
veterans past and present, 
yesterday was the day we must 
thank them in prayer and in the 
flesh they have kept our great 
country safe since 1775. Yesterday 
was  truly their day because they 
made our country the America we 
know today, also a few military vets 
spoke about how war is and how to 
be a true American and how 
everyone there was grateful he 
was.  
  



It's the people who made are 
country are great country we know 
today so thank them when you see 
them!  

Election Day 
By: Ella Sawitski 

   On Election day, citizens of the 
United States of America can vote 
by popular ballot  for candidates for 
public offices at local, state and 
national levels. In even numbered 
years, federal elections are always 
held. In years divisible by four, 
presidential elections are always 
held. Elections for local and state 
officials may be held in odd or 
even-numbered years, depending 
on local and state laws. Every year 

election day is on tuesday because 
it does not interfere with going to 
church or with market day. The 
people who won locally were: 
 Matthew L. Ossenfort is the 
Montgomery County Executive , 
Joseph M. Riley is the County 
coroner District , Edward W. Russo 
is the Alderman Ward 1 and many 
more. 

 

Civil War Reenactment 
By: Kasia Derrico 

   On Thursday, October 26, Mr. John 
Rathbun  brought Civil War 
memorabilia to this school. He brought 
guns, swords, clothing, bullets, 
bayonets, coffee cups, hats, flags, and 
more. He talked about how hard it was 
to be fighting in the war and explained 

every item he brought. Mr. Rathbun let 
us, the students, try on Civil War 
uniforms for the soldiers or what the 
women wore. He explained every detail 
about the war and the stuff from the 
war. I’m happy that I experienced this.  

 

Texas Church Shooting 
By: Annie Stanavich 

   On Sunday November 5, 2017 in 
First Baptist Church in Sutherland 
Springs, Texas a gunman named 
Devin Patrick Kelley armed with a 
assault rifle killed 26 people. The 
gunman killed church members 
ranging from 17 months to 77 years 
old. The gunman who had a record 
of violence, he sent threatening text 
messages to his mother in law and 
texted her as recently as Sunday 
morning not long after he carried 
out the mass shooting. At one point 



the shooter tried to get a license to 
carry a gun in Texas but was 
denied by the state. Devin Patrick 
Kelley was dressed in all black and 
was wearing a bulletproof vest. 
Kelley was armed with two 
weapons, a rifle and a handgun 
said Wilson County Sheriff Joe 
Tackitt. Investigators found on 
Devin’s social media that he was 
interested in mass shootings. He 
was a former member of the US Air 
Force, Kelley was charged in 
military court in 2012 on assaulting 
his spouse and his child. Of the 26 
dead the pastor's daughter 14 year 
old Annabelle was killed at the 
church. Pastor Frank Pomeroy was 
out of town when the shooting 
occurred. Eight members of one 
family all died and even a pregnant 
woman.  

 

Black Rhinos 
By: Jordan Cordon 

   There are two kinds are rhinos, 
there are black rhinos and white 
rhinos. Black Rhinos  live usually 
for 50 years which is a  long life for 
a animal like them,This is a long life 
for them because usually creatures 
like dogs or cats only live for 17 
years. The black rhino weighs many 
pounds, they weigh 1,800 pounds 
through 3,100 pounds. These black 
rhinos are very dangerous if they 
attack you they could kill you and 
give you really bad injuries bad but 
they are cool animals as long as 
you leave it alone so people 
shouldn’t harm them or they will get 
endangered.Black Rhinos are 
endangered and it is because of 

other people. This is happening 
because of their horns. Some 
people are cutting off their horns 
and that kills the rhinos.They also 
want their horns because they 
make  Chinese medicine. It also 
shows a symbol about wealth. We 
can stop this if we treat rhinos 
better and we don’t harm them. 

 

All Saints Day Mass 
By: Ella Blanchard 

   On November 1, it was All Saints 
Day. We had a mass here at 
school. The 5th grade class all 
dressed up as saints and presented 
facts about the saints they dressed 
as. Some saints that were 
represented were St. Ann,St. Kateri 
Tekakwitha and St. Matthew. It was 



a very nice mass and the 5th 
graders did a great job.  

 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 


