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Christmas Shop 

By: Melissa Sapia 

   I hope you like shopping, because 
Saint Mary’s now has a store! At 
Saint Mary’s Institute, there is a St. 
Nicholas shop that has all kinds of 
things for kids to buy for their 
family. This will last from December 
11, - December 15, 2017. They 
have things like mugs, toys for kids, 
candles, and a bunch more. In this 
store,parent volunteers help the 
little kids pick out what they want to 
give to their family and stay 
organized.  I think this event is 
important because kids can get buy 
things for there mom and dad 
without anyone knowing what they 
bought them so it's a surprise on 
Christmas morning.  

 
 

 

 

The History of Santa Claus 

By: Kasia Derrico

   Today we know Santa Claus as a 
jolly old man that brings presents to 
kids, but we don’t know where he 
came from. Two of the people that 
inspired Santa Claus was 
St.Nicholas, a bishop from the 4th 
century that was known for gift 
giving. The other was Sinter Klaas, 
who was the Dutch version of Santa 
Claus. In America, he was first 
introduced a poem by Clement 
Clarke Moore that today we now 
know it as “‘Twas the Night Before 
Christmas”. This was written in 
1829. In other countries, there are 
different versions of him. For 
example, in Italy there’s a woman 
named La Befena, a kindly witch 
that rides a broom and goes to 
people’s homes through their 
chimney to give gifts to the children.  
http://www.history.com/topics/christma
s/santa-claus 
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Pep Rally 

By: Annie Stanavich 

   On Friday, December 15, 2017 
was the Saint Mary’s Institute Pep 
Rally. Around 12:30 on Friday the 
SMI girls and boys basketball team 
played a game against each other. 
First, the peewee teams came onto 
the court. Then, Mr. Putman called 
out the SMI girls and boys team. 
We ran through a paper banner 
made by Mrs.Potter. After that, the 
middle school teams played each 
other. The teams played two fifteen 
minute halves. The SMI 
cheerleader team and, the whole 
school was there preschool to 8th 
grade cheering with clappers. There 

was subs every five minutes. The 
SMI boys team won by a lot!!! 

 
 

Liturgy 

By: Ella Sawitzki 

   On friday December 8, our 
school attended mass in our gym. 
We had mass that day because it 
was the feast of Immaculate 
Conception. It is about Mary’s 
Conception. Some people think the 
term refers to Christ’s conception in 
Mary’s womb without the 
intervention of a human father, but 
that is the Virgin Birth.  Immaculate 
Conception means that Mary, 
whose conception was brought 
about the normal way, was 
conceived without original sin or its 

stain—that’s what "immaculate" 
means: without stain. 
https://www.catholic.com/tract/immacul
ate-conception-and-assumption 

 
 

Christmas Concert 

By: Emma Charboneu 

   This year, SMI held a christmas 
concert on December 14 2017. Kids 
grades Early childhood through 8th 
grade performed in the concert. The 
band and the chorus performed in 
the concert also. The concert 
started at 6:00 p.m. and ended at 
7:00 p.m. All of the grades sang 
christmas songs, for example: Sixth 
and seventh grade sang It's 
Beginning to Look a lot like 
Christmas, Silver Bells, and Deck 
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the Halls. Eighth grade sang 12 
Days of Christmas. 

 
 
How Snow Affects People 

By: Shawn Kuehling 

   Snow can affect people when 
they are driving. With the ice and 
snow people who speed can slip. 
Each year, 24 percent of 
weather-related vehicle crashes 
occur on snowy, slushy or icy 
pavement and 15 percent happen 
during snowfall or sleet. Lanes and 
roads are obstructed by snow 
accumulation, which reduces 
capacity and increases travel time 
delay. Snow can give people 
frostbite, which is not fun. Frostbite 
is an injury caused by freezing of 

the skin and underlying tissues. 
Snow is also beneficial. Snow is 
important for the climate system. 
Once that snow melts, the water 
helps fill rivers and reservoirs in 
many regions of the world, 
especially the western United 
States. 
https://nsidc.org/cryosphere/snow/cli
mate.html 

 
 

Spaghetti Dinner 

By: Ella Blanchard 

   On December third St. Mary's 
held our 25th annual Spaghetti 
Dinner. We raised about $15,000. 
There was great food, baskets and 
a lot of fun. Each grade created 
their own unique baskets to be 
auctioned off. For example the 7th 

grades created a basket filled with 
Christmas themed items.The 6th, 
7th, and 8th grade students served 
the spaghetti to all the guests. 
When you walked into the cafetera 
first thing you saw was the beautiful 
table centerpieces made by Mrs. 
Potter.Then you saw all the people 
getting ready to eat. You could 
smell all the great food. There was 
a lot of hard work that was put into 
this event. Overall it was a big 
success.  
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Net Neutrality 

By: Samuel Van Wie

   Net Neutrality is when you go on 
the internet and you receive no 
restrictions from the internet 
provider. December 14 the FCC 
voted on removing the net neutrality 
so if the provider can restrict what 
you see or at least slow the website 
from loading. Now the provider can 
take a long time to load websites, 
people could get discouraged and 
stop trying to get to the website.  
https://www.savetheinternet.com/net-n
eutrality-what-you-need-know-now 
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